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THE POWER OF THANKSGIVING |

Pastor Kwong-Wah Lau

“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, NIV)

Consider the word “pray”. A true prayer consists of a very important ingredient which
is called humility. Without a humble heart, a person will never pray to God. That is
why we always say let us bow our heads when we pray together. Unless we are
willing to bow our heads before God, we will never say a true prayer to him in our
hearts. Then, how can we have a humble heart? A humble heart comes from a
thankful heart. If we truly realize that all is by grace and that we do not deserve
anything, we will humble ourselves before God and give thanks to him from the
bottom of our hearts.

| have been in this country for over 40 years and | have found people today do not
observe Thanksgiving Day with a thankful heart as the people did 40 years ago.
Why? Maybe things are going too well. Sunny days and mountain peaks always
encourage our foolish pride. Today, sophisticated self-sufficiency has become a part
of our modern society. The me-philosophy drives away our humility. Our pride slays
thanksgiving.

| read an old story about how the Americans gave thanks to God in the old days. A
farmer named George said a long thanksgiving prayer on Thanksgiving Day every
year. Once a friend came from a foreign land to visit him on Thanksgiving Day, and
as usual, George said a long thanksgiving prayer before the dinner. His friend was so
bored because he was an atheist, so he asked George: “George, | don't see the
reason why you should give thanks to an unseen God. Look! You work so hard
everyday. | don't see God helping you. You have done all these things by yourself.”

“Sir” the farmer answered seriously: “Maybe | look stupid to you, but deep in my
heart, | know | came to this world empty-handed. The Lord gave me land and a
home. The Lord gave me seed, rain, sunshine and good health to do my job. That is
why | give thanks to Him.”

A thankful heart helps us feel everything is grace. A thankful heart discovers
blessings in what others overlook. Most important of all, thanksgiving can make our
hearts more humble.

About 500 years BC, the Israelite people returned to their homeland from Persia.
The first thing they did was to rebuild their temple, so they could have a place to

_ worship the Lord. After laying the foundation, they gathered together to praise the
N




Lord and give thanks to him. The young
generation who did not suffer praised the Lord
with great joy, but the old generation who had
suffered a lot gave thanks to the Lord in tears.
This touching scene is recorded in Ezra 3:11-
13:

“With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the
LORD: He is good; his love to Israel endures

RIS 2 Y The Light of Coral Springs

In this passage |

of scriptures, the

Apostle Paul is

talking to those

who are slaves

but have

converted to

Christianity. We

can apply this truth into our services toward

forever. And all the people gave a great shout of God and our fellow mankind. We were slaves of

praise to the LORD, because the foundation of
the house of the LORD was laid. But many of
the older priests and Levites and family heads,
who had seen the former temple, wept aloud
when they saw the foundation of this temple
being laid, while many others shouted for joy.
No one could distinguish the sound of the
shouts of joy from the sound of weeping,
because the people made so much noise. And
the sound was heard far away. These Israelite
people had worshipped God throughout their
lives, but none of their previous worshipping
was more meaningful to them than this one,

because they worshipped the Lord with a
thankful heart” (NIV)

Back in the old days before | retired, the
brothers and sisters of our mother church came
to the worship service not only regularly, but
faithfully and joyfully. Why? It is because they
came to worship the Lord with a thankful heart.
Many of them said to me: “Pastor Lau, the Lord
is so good to me. | am so happy and thankful
today.” Thanksgiving certainly can make our
worship more meaningful.

“Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect
and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you
would obey Christ. Obey them not only to win
their favor when their eye is on you, but like
slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from
your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were
serving the Lord, not men, because you know
that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever
good he does, whether he is slave or

free.” (Ephesians 6:5-8, NIV)

sin. We had no hope and no God, but Christ
set us free with his blood and accepted us into
his family. If we truly experienced the
transforming power of Christ, we will be willing
to serve him more faithfully.

Near the end of the civil war, a southern
landlord said to one of his slaves named Joe:

Joe the war is almost over now. [ set
you free. You are no longer my slave. Thank you
for your faithful service in the past”

‘Master, do you mean [ can do anything /
want?” Joe asked.

“That is right!” The landlord replied, “You
can do anything you want and go anywhere
you like”

‘Master,” Joe answered, “Then, | want to
stay and serve only you, because you have been
so nice to me and | am very thankful for your
kindness.”

From that day on, with a thankful heart, Joe
served his master even more faithfully until he
died. Thanksgiving can make ourselves more
faithful to our master Jesus Christ and His
house.

There is power in thanksgiving, because
Thanksgiving can make our hearts more humble,
Thanksgiving can make our worship more
meaningful, and Thanksgiving can make
ourselves more faithful.

Let us Cherish this power in our hearts forever
as we cherish it today.
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Thanksgiving Day: More than an American Tradition
Pastor Scott Ryan

» 06 0 00

Thanksgiving Day always brings to
my heart warm memories of spending time
with family and loved ones. Many
Americans have similar thoughts and
feelings. However, many immigrants have
never experienced this Thanksgiving
holiday or know the meaning of it. | would
like to propose that this holiday doesn’t
have to be simply an “American” holiday,
because this holiday should naturally focus
on thanking and praising God, which is
something that all Christians from any
nation can do.

Since | am an American, | would like
to give you a little glimpse into how |
celebrated Thanksgiving. My family
celebrated this holiday for as long as | can
remember. The tradition in my family, as is
the tradition in most American families,
was to cook a turkey and eat a humongous
Thanksgiving feast. It was wonderful to eat
together as a family, talk to each other
without feeling hurried to do homework,
go to a job, run an errand, etc. It was a
time to sit back, relax and enjoy each
other’s company. My family would attempt
a tradition of going around the dinner table
a few times, with each person individually

® 00 60

giving thanks for something. For example,
one year | could say, “I'm thankful that the
Lord brought to me my wife, Chrisina,” or
“I’'m thankful that God has given us a free
country where we can freely worship
together as believers.”

Thanksgiving Day doesn’t have to be
only for the immediate family, but can also
include extended relatives or even friends
who come together for the day’s feast and
festivities. Some even participate in a
Christian outreach, such as serving at a
food kitchen to those who are needy, both
physically and spiritually. My family has run
the gamut on who we see on Thanksgiving
—some years it has been just the
immediate family, and at other times we
have had grandparents travel to see us.
One time we had a huge family reunion,
and another time we went over to a
friends’ house to celebrate. Also, on the
days leading up to the holiday, I've
participated in food drives where we
delivered food to the needy who don’t
have a lot of money and are in need of
physical and spiritual nourishment.

| grew up in a Christian home and
my family knows that anything they give
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thanks for coms from the hand of God.
We cannot take credit for anything in this
life — the body that we have, the very air
we breathe, the jobs we have, etc. All are
a wonderful gift from God. Thankfully,
everyone in my immediate family has
placed their faith in Jesus Christ.
Therefore, we were all in agreement
about who we were giving thanks to, and
we all knew that the most important thing
to give thanks for is Jesus’ death on the
cross for sinners and his victory over
death. Everyone in my immediate family
believes that Jesus died for their own sins
and because we have all repented of our
sins, turned to God in faith, and
proclaimed Jesus as our Lord and Savior,
we know that one day we will live with
our risen Lord Jesus in a new heavens and
earth forever — no more pain, tears, or
suffering. For this we are truly thankful!

| realize that many families are not
like mine, as some may have families who
are Christians and others not. Even if you
have family members or friends who are
not saved, this is a great time to be a
Christ-like witness to them, and to show
them what it means to give thanks to
God.

Those of you who grew up in a
Chinese home without this Thanksgiving

tra
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ition can start one in your house! Or

as the tradition of CBCCS on Thanksgiving
Day, the church can have an outreach to

the local Chinese community, telling them
the meaning of this holiday and even
more important, sharing with them the
good news of Jesus Christ. Whether at
home or at the church, | would encourage
you not to think of this holiday as just a
day off of work, or as an excuse to do
whatever you like. Rather, use this holiday
as a time to get together with family and
friends, do outreach, eat and pray
together, and to truly deepen your
relationships. Obviously you can have fun
on this holiday, play games, etc., but first
and foremost this holiday is about giving
thanks and praise to our great God.

Remember that this is not just
simply an American Holiday, butit’s a
holiday to thank the Lord, to spend time
with family and friends and even to do
outreach!
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My Thanksgiving
Nipa Progoulis

| came to Chinese Baptist Church of Coral Springs in the fall of 2008 and celebrated my first
Christmas here. | was newly widowed, had lost my house in Hollywood and had no one to
go to. It was the most difficult time in my life.

But my Heaven Father’s unconditional love and forgiveness led me to Him. At CBCCS, Pastor
Linus’ sermons hit me very hard. | realized that | was not reading God’s Words as often as |
should be. Therefore | started attending Sunday School classes. | love the prayers, fellow-
ship and thanksgiving toward our Heavenly Father.

There will never be enough appreciation that | can express to our God. He has given me
love, new life and shelter. His arms are always around me, especially when | am down. | am
also thankful for Living Stones English Fellowship, their patience, love and caring shows
how much they love Christ. | am willing to serve whenever He wants me to, and look for-
ward to going Home one day.

Here is my prayer:

The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD!
May your hearts live forever!

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD,

and all the families of the nations shall worship before you.

For kingship belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations.

(Psalm 22:26-28 )

Turn to me and be gracious to me, for | am lonely and afflicted.

The troubles of my heart are enlarged; bring me out of my distresses.

Consider my affliction and my trouble, and forgive all my sins.

Consider how many are my foes, and with what violent hatred they hate me.

Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me! Let me not be put to shame, for | take refuge in you.
May integrity and uprightness preserve me, for | wait for you.

(Psalm 25:16 — 21)
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Give Thanks to the Lord

Rosangela Horvath

I give thanks to the Lord for uncountable was light. God saw that the light was good, and

blessings: he separated the light from the darkness. God
called the light “day,” and the darkness he

First, I can enjoy the air, sun, rain, light, trees, called “night.” And there was evening, and there

gardensiﬂowers frults ocean, day, night, and so was morning—the first day.”

6 : = , I have to give thanks to the Lord, who created
JGeneSls 1 1 3 i - mountains and rivers.

l' “In the begmmng God created the he“
"'darkrzess was over the surface of the deep, and “For behold He who forms mountains, And

the Spirit of God was hovermg over the waters creates the wind, Who declares to man what his
And God sald “Let there be lzght - and there thought is, And makes the morning darkness,
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Who treads the high places of the earth — The
LORD God of hosts is His name.”

The most important reason to give thanks to the
Lord is because He gave His.unique Son, Jesus

He loves me so much.

John 3:16

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but has everlasting life.”

I give thanks to the Lord, who gave me a blessed
church, with blessed pastors;

I Chronicles 16:34
“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his
love endures forever."

teachers, and many brothers and sisters, who
work with the singular purpose to glorify the
Lord.

Psalm 118:1
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love

endures forever"

Christ, to die for a sinner like myself, just because

I give thanks to the Lord for our deacons, leaders,

i3 522 ¥ The Light of Coral Springs

I thank the Lord for our church's missionary
vision; bring the gospel to other nations who need
to hear about our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Psalm 136:1

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love
endures forever."

I give thanks to the Lord for the Chinese Baptist
Church of Coral Springs, our house to worship
the Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ.

Jeremiah 33:11

'the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of
bride and bridegroom, and the voices of those
who bring thank offerings to the house of the
LORD, saying, Give thanks to the LORD
Almighty, for the LORD is good; his love endures
forever.'For I will restore the fortunes of the land
as they were before,' says the LORD."

I give thanks to the Lord for our food team, who
dedicated their free time preparing food, creating

a joyful environment betwecn’brothers an
sisters. T
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Guidelines for articles B . f
iy :
© Light of Coral Springs is a place r br rs and sisters to co nicate through written words.

therefore welcome your articles, including: devotion, sharing, testimony, daily thoughts, poems and so on. In
der to encourage a greater variety of contribution, please limit your article to 2,000 words or less.

The Light of Coral Springs will be published every quarter for 4 issues a year: submit your article at anytime.
© Please type your article on Microsoft Word and E-mail to brother Guanglong Zhw@: guanglongzhu@yahoo.com

.

© The Publication Department reserves the rights to edit and publish articles.
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